Villages Clark County to launch in 2018 | The Columbian http://www.columbian.com/news/2017/may/08/villages-clark-co...

Villages Clark County to launch in 2018

Organization leads effort to help seniors with tasks at home
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Nearly 90 percent of people 65 and older want to stay in
their current home and communities as they age,

YOU can help according to the American Association of Retired

Persons.

* Formore information on But what are they to do as they get older and are unable to perform some of the

Villages Clark Countyor  tasks required of those who live on their own — lawn work, changing light bulbs,
to get involved in the grocery shopping — and don’t have adult children nearby to help?

planning efforts, visitthe = A group of Clark County residents believe they have the answer: create a village.

website, Villages are a concept started in 2002 by a group of neighbors living in Boston’s
www.villagesclarkcounty = Beacon Hill. The idea is to create a community around seniors who wish to age in
place. Villages are networks in this approach, not phy sical places.

.org

(httg;//www.villagesdark The villages are led by nonprofit organizations that link screened and trained

countv.or ]’ or call volunteaers with.senio.rs who needlhelp. The viIIlages also sen{(le as a soclial netwarlk,
connecting seniors with other seniors and providing opportunities to get involved in

Helen Elder at the community.

360-210-5821.

“We bring volunteers into seniors’ homes to help do things adult children would do,
but the adult children live in New Jersey,” said Helen Elder, a volunteer on the
planning committee working to launch the local village.

Nationwide, there are more than 200 open villages and more than 150 villages in planning stages, according to Village to Village
Network, the national organization tracking the movement.

Villages Clark County has been in the works for a couple of years and will go live in 2018. The local nonprofit is part of the
regional Villages Northwest group that has nine villages up and running, including two in Portland, one in Hillsboro, Ore., and one
in Beaverton, Ore.

In Clark County, about 14 percent of residents are 65 and older, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. The county estimates
that 25 percent of the local population will be 60 or older by 2030.

The high cost of assisted living centers will make it tough for many seniors to afford to leave their homes, Elder said. That’s the
motiv ation for a group of enthusiastic volunteers working to fundraise start-up costs and spread the word about Villages Clark
County, she said.

“We have to do something,” Elder said.
Here’s how villages work.

Seniors who wish to be a part of the village will purchase a membership. The cost of that membership is determined by the
number of members and the cost of operating the organization, which will hav e office space and possible one employee. In
Portland, the two villages have monthly costs of about $50, Elder said.

The nonprofit will recruit, background check and train volunteers to go into members’ homes and perform a variety of tasks,
from yard work and house cleaning to food prep and computer help. The volunteers may also provide transportation to
appointments or do grocery shopping for members.

Volunteers will not provide health care services or medication management, nor will they perform personal hy giene tasks, Elder
said. But the volunteers will be trained to recognize if a member is having problems or has needs beyond the scope of the
program and can help connect the senior to the appropriate resources, she said.

In addition to the volunteers, the organization will manage a list of vetted businesses to refer for tasks that cannot be performed
by volunteers. In exchange for the referral, the business will offer a discounted rate for the members, Elder said.

Villages Clark County also hopes to serve as a social group, connecting seniors with each other and opportunities in the
community, Elder said.

The organization will manage a calendar of free things to do around the community and will help to facilitate group outings. The
goal, Elder said, is to get seniors engaged in their community — for their own benefit and that of the community.

“We hav e cultural ideas about aging, and us boomers are going to bust them open,” Elder said.

Marissa Harshman
(/author/mharshman)

Columbian Health Reporter

0 360-735-4546

2 @MarissaHarshman

(https://twitter.com

IMarissaHarshman)

£ send an Email
(mailto:marissa.harshman@columbian.com)

10f 3 5/16/17, 2:43 PM



Villages Clark County to launch in 2018 | The Columbian

20f 3

1& Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com
[reporterharshman)

col“mnian“ DINES.com http:/realestate.columbian.com)

Featured Listings

View More Listings » (http:/realestate.columbian.com)

Featured Agent
Scott Combs

http://www.columbian.com/news/2017/may/08/villages-clark-co...

(http://realestate.columbian.com
/homes-for-sale/listing/17478028
/5101-DUBOIS-DR-Vancouver-
WA-98661)

$2,948,880
Vancouver, WA
(http://realestate.columbian.com
/homes-for-sale/listing/17478028
/5101-DUBOIS-DR-Vancouver-
WA-98661)

Listing Courtesy of David Heiner

=8 ILMME 7‘; rl“

(http://realestate.columbian.com
/homes-for-sale/listing/17133712

/17001-NE-226 TH-CIR-Battle-
Ground-WA-98604)
$989,000
Battle Ground, WA
(http://realestate.columbian.com
[homes-for-sale/listing/17133712

[17001-NE-226TH-CIR-Battle-
Ground-WA-98604)

Listing Courtesy of Denise Anderson

360-904-2966
Real Living The
Real Estate Gr

View My Listings (http://realestate.columbian.com/homes-for-

0 Comments

% Add a comment...

Facebook Comments Plugin

@ marketplaces

RESTAURANTS | SERVICES | SHOPPING | WHATEVER

http://360.columbian.com/ads-coupons/

Sprout Digital -
Professional Online
Marketing Services
(http://360.columbian.co
lads-coupons/sprout-

lads-coupons/sprout- services.html)
digital--professional- A full-service digital marketing

online-marketing- age...
services.html)

VOTED BEST PIZZA . .

7 YEARS IN A ROW Pizza by the Slice!

I L AN [ NS (http://360.columbian.co
PIZZA BY THE SLICE! .

Pt lads-coupons/pizza-
by-the-slice-
57¢89d0c13985.htm1)
Pizza by the slice every day

Sortby  Newest

Please take a second to review our community guidelines

/quidelines/
BLOGS
(HTTP://BLOGS.COLUMBIAN.COM)
Staff Community
Blogs Home It's the Fair!
(http://blogs.columbian(btipn}/blogs.columbian.com
All Politics is its-the-fair/
Local Corks and Forks
(http://blogs.columbian(btip//blogs.columbian.com
[all-politics- /corks-and-forks/
is-local/) Local+Arts =
Blazer Banter Community
(http://blogs.columbian(btipn//blogs.columbian.com
[blazer-banter/ [local-

Brews in Clark arts-community/)
(http://blogs.columbianFedi®B642

[brews-in-clark/ http://blogs.columbian.com
Cannabis [fyi98642/

Chronicles Home Made

5/16/17, 2:43 PM



Villages Clark County to launch in 2018 | The Columbian

3of 3

(http://360.colum bian.comtil 2pm!
lads-coupons/pizza-
by-the-slice-
57¢89d0c13985.html)
VOTED BEST PIZZA

Pizza by the Slice!

P L S LR (http://360.columbian.co
”zzfx B:_?HE SIXCES lads-coupons/pizza-

EXWh,. | py-the-slice-

“i 57a25adae91e6.htm)

- " ,* \' Pizza by the slice every day

(http://360.colum bian.coHg! 2P

lads-coupons/pizza-

by-the-slice-

57a25adae91e6.html)

360.columbian.com

‘hitp://360.columbian.com)

(http://blogs.columbian(btipi//blogs.columbian.com

[cannabis- [home-made/

chronicles/) Gardening with

Clark County Allen

Faces (http://blogs.columbian.com

(http://clarkcofaces.coligatianiogm)

Digital Desk with-allen)

(http://blogs.columbiantdemtth Notes

[digital-desk/ (http://blogs.columbian.com
[health-notes)

more

http://www.columbian.com/news/2017/may/08/villages-clark-co...

5/16/17, 2:43 PM



